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Big Improvementsat Mad River Bluffs

By Darci Short & Lindsay Walker

One of McKinleyville’s greatest treasures, the
Hammond Trail, has been in the news quite a bit
lately. If you haven't yet heard, a missing quartele
portion of the multi-use trail — often referreda® the
Hole in the Hammond—will be completed this fall,
connecting two segments of the trail from Murray
Road to Clam Beach. One 10-foot wide multi-use
section will be constructed to accommodate bictglig
and other users, while a narrower, gravel paved
pedestrian-only trail will take visitors across 0\
White Creek. Here at the McKinleyville Land Trust
we are excited to see this crucial section of the
Hammond Trail completed, but we also have anoth
reason to be happy. The same California Departme
of Parks and Recreation Rivers and Parkways Gra
that is funding the completion of the Hole in the
Hammond will also fund several improvements at
MLT’s Mad River Bluffs!

An aerial of Mad River Bluffs marked with the locations of
improvements funded with the Rivers and Parkways Grant.

The Mad River Bluffs are about 74 acres of coastal
bluff forest, dunes and river estuary habitat that
connect to the Hammond Trail. This MLT property is property. This will consist of construction of

open the public and offers exceptional recreatianal 555 5yimately 68 crib stair steps from the tophef bluff to
educational opportunities. Through this grant, sve o hase. At the base of the steps will be a ghortheon
improvements will be made that will provide foran  4¢1655 5 persistently wet area. The adjacenipoofithe
enhanced visitor experience as well as protect this )¢ tace at this site that will not be protecteyithe stairs
unique, invaluable natural resource. will be stabilized with a combination of seed-fisteaw,
native grass/herb/sedge seed mix (for erosion antr
revegetation) and planting of a small number oiveat
shrubs or trees.

Other social trails down the face of the bluff viaé
decommissioned and rehabilitated. Portions of saiks
may be locally regraded to minimize channelizedewat
flow and erosion, and encourage successful reviigeta
The bluff at the top of decommissioned trails Wil fenced
off with rail fencing at necessary locations tocdisrage
future access.

Improvements include upgrading a number of
informally developed trails that are causing reseur
damage due to bluff erosion., a surface—hardemdd tr
leading to an ADA compliant river/ocean overlook,
additional benches, a new picnic area, new direatio
signage, interpretive displays, Dogipot statioms| a
kiosks.

Specific project elements are:

» Stabilization of bluff face following an existing,
popular, eroding social trail at the north endhef t (Continued on page 2)
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Big Improvements at Mad River Bluffs
By Lindsay Wal ker

(Continued from page 1)

* An overlook with handicap access and scenic overwdl be improved at a currently impacted overlsite
near the south end of the property. It will irddua surface-hardened trail leading to an ADA caampliver/
ocean overlook with benches and picnic table atokesfor wheelchairs, and wheelchair turn-around ia
ailing.

* The existing parking area at the south entrandebeilipgraded for handicap access.

¢ Twelve signs will be installed at various locatiadsntifying safety issues and providing directiamsl
acknowledging the grant funding agency.

¢ Three kiosks will be installed — one at south emtesarea, one at east entrance area and oneratrtheend of
the long meadow. These are to help orient visisord provide area use guidelines.

e Three dogipot stations with disposable bags wilinstalled to encourage dog owners to keep thecdeaa of
dog waste.

* A new picnic area with tables will be developedh&t north end of the long meadow.

* Five benches will be permanently installed at wasitocations that provide scenic views of the MateR
estuary, coast and forest.

* Four one-sided entry and warning signs will beahstl to provide for a safer experience for trairs.

e Three interpretive signs will be installed to et local themes (Dynamic Environment, Joshua Gragd
Beach Pine Ecosystem).

We look forward to seeing these improvements getest and we will be sure to keep you updated ak wo
progresses!

- 3

First Annual Salon Style

Afternoon of Music
By Lindsay Walker

On the afternoon of May 39 Norman Polston and Tina
McKenzie generously opened their home to hold dofba
Style Afternoon” of classical music in benefit bkt
McKinleyville Land Trust. PianoVoce presented ated®f
piano duets and songs, including music from MLTrtdoa
member Nancy Correll, Annette Gurnee Hull, and Neotm
Polston, as well as songs by Kevin Sharkey. RicBana-
ing introduced the show.

Combined with a wine and hors d’oeuvres recepftonas
a wonderful opportunity for the MLT Board to catap
with our longtime volunteers as well as introducanm
new faces to the work of the Land Trust. We’d ligghank
all of you who attended and the many people whdeabr
tirelessly to make this event possible.

S S oY

MLT Board members mark the location of improvements
at Mad River Bluffs.
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Thank You Gina!

Gina Rimson has been a member of the McKinleylidad Trust Board of Directors for years— and hetiibu-
tion to the Land Trust has been tremendous. Gicently left the Board and we wish to express oarthelt thanks
for all of the hard work she has given to the L@nast over the years, as well as share our appi@citor the op-
portunity to work shoulder to shoulder with suctul, fabulous woman.

Gina joined the Board in the fall of 2000, where sjuickly and capably assumed the responsibiltidseasurer
for the Board. Despite an already cramped calefiltkd with her other numerous volunteer activitigscluding
acting as Treasurer at Temple Beth El, and theitogdt of other activities associated with raising teenage chil-
dren, Gina extended herself as the lead organizesefveral of the Land Trust’s fundraising events.

At the MLT Annual Dinners, it's Gina’s Chicken Céaiore you've been asking for a second servingbé’s the
Captain of the Kitchen at the MLT Gyro stand at Hweth Country Fair (this next fair will be the dtrwithout her—
yikes!). She purchases the supplies and food, madwain all of our required application and pesnaite in proper
order, and is one of the last to leave when thates@mes to an end. And that's just the beginn8ige is often
joined at MLT events by her daughter and mothed,teas even convinced her kids to label the MLT rhettes's
from time to time!

Gina, your “donation” of time and energy to the Migl€yville Land Trust over the years has been inable. We
wish you well in all your future endeavors. Thamuyfor everything!

The McKinleyville Land Trust Board

Email Help!!!
Email the MLT The MLT needdundraising help. If you have any
at experience or some good ideas please call us at

mlt@asis.com 839-LAND.

Why Should | Support the McKinleyville Land Trust?

By Jeff Dunk

Land Trusts are interesting and unique entitiesqumin the sense that they are empowered to dgstihat other
public and private organizations do not usually\dhen one hears of land trusts, we often hear thre w
“conservation” as in “conservation easement”. Hogvethe word conservation to a land trust is a pimggeterm.
Conservation, relative to land trusts, can doesimkgconservation of habitat for wildlife and pign2) conserva-
tion of productive lands for production of food ditger, 3) conservation of historic lands for thstbric and cul-
tural value, and 4) some combination of the above.

The most inspiring and beautiful (to me) aspedanfl trusts is their flexibility. This flexibilityallows the landown-
ers’ wishes to manifest themselves in a consemwaisement. The landowner, not the land trust,rgavent or
anyone else, determines why and how the consemnveéisement is made.

To help potential easement donors understand tieeps better, most land trusts have “model” comtienv ease-
ments that can be shown to easement-interestedvensis. The only must in an easement is that it imei€onsis-
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

tent with the goals of the land trust. The McKinliglg Land Trust, like most land trusts, has a goatonserve lands
with ecological, agricultural, timber, historic,daaducational values. However, no easement hag¢t afl of these. In
fact, as long as one of these has been met, aatheaswith the land trust is possible. Thus, maig productive
timber and agricultural lands are goals of mostl laasts.

Another attractive feature of land trusts is tihaytare apolitical. Land trusts are not liberatonservative, left or right.
In fact, because they are about conservation ibthad sense, they are really about common grahiedsommon
ground beneath our feet. Supporters of land targtérom all parts of the political spectrum. Magople like the idea
of a customized, place-specific easement to pratémtal parcel, rather than suffering under a sime-fits-all type
mandate that is likely to come from extremely laogganizations like governments and large busirse$seaddition to
holding conservation easements, a land trust caonbe the best entity to actually own a parcel, @ the case of
Chah-GAH-Cho or the Mad River Bluffs.

This flexibility is key to the success of land tisug~or example, a landowner could put an easeametiteir property
primarily for the maintenance of its agriculturadawildlife values (such as a working farm with sowaluable wet-
lands on it). However, the owner may also wishdweenthe flexibility to add on an additional housenmther-in-law
unit on the property at some point in the futunemiost cases, this would be very easy to facilitatle a site-specific
easement. Perhaps the majority of the farm futaxeldpment would not be allowed and the wetlandgdcoot be
drained. However, on a smaller portion of the priypésay 5 acres around the existing home) andtwer3 dwelling
units could be built (as long as it conformed taty building ordinances). The easement would aflewibility to

help preserve the wetlands permanently while gitiregowner what he or she needed. Another bewetitet landowner,
of course is tax savings.

Over time many landowners have come to regard tineerty with some sense of obligation, affecticare, etc. It
doesn’t take much imagination to realize that eveelatively large piece of property (say more th@@ acres) could be
(Continued on page 5)

The McKinleyville Land Trust is a no
-profit, public benefit corporation
The McKinleyville Land Trustj
promotes voluntary conservation

i

o

to donate land or conservatiG
easements in perpetuity as a meangEs
accomplishing their personas
conservation goals. Often the
donations have a tax saving advant

as We” MLT President Allen Bird on the trail at the
Mad River Bluffs
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(Continued from page 4)

modified beyond recognition within a short periddime. For smaller properties (1 to 20 acres) gagod of time
could be one day or less. Some landowners belf@tesome future scenarios for their propertiesiaseceptable to
them (e.g., a parking lot, subdivision, strip madijd thus engage in conservation easements. hastd facilitate main-
tenance of property in a use consistent with thehes of the landowners — even after the curredblaner has died,
bequeathed, or sold the property.

So, do you like the idea of landowners controlliihg future of their lands? Do you like the idedapfds with values
important to land trusts being maintained? Do yke the idea that these things can occur with adugratic-free envi-
ronment in which the actual people engaging ingreement sit down and talk together? (You will near on the other
end of the phone: “for agricultural conservatioseraents press 4, for timberland easements presy Bao. you like the
idea of a non-profit group in you local communiggilitating these things? If you answered yes és¢hquestions you
are, at least in mind and heart, a land trust suepodrou moral support is greatly appreciatecadiition, we would
greatly appreciate whatever financial support ya contribute.

The effectiveness of the McKinleyville Land Trustdirectly related to the donations and supportegeive. The MLT
is an entirely a volunteer-run organization. Pleamesider helping the land trust in whatever way gan. We have
been humbled by the generous donations we recaiiregdour many events each year. We are equallybhearby the
generous financial donations that are made to m@anizations outside these events.

If you have yet to contribute to the McKinleyvilland Trust, we would love for you to begin toddyydu are already a
contributor, we would appreciate your continuedmup and some kind words to friends, family, néigls and ac-
quaintances that you believe would also be intedeist supporting our goals. Lastly, if you are rdi@wner or know of
any who would be interested in speaking with usuabonservation easements please call us as 83®I_&Mail us at
mit@mckinleyville.net or write us at P.O. Box 2723, McKinlyville, CA 8%9.

MLT COFFEE MUGS
designed by Dorothy Klein
are available! Tastefully done
In cobalt blue or green glass
with silver trilliums, they are
$8.00 (including tax) and
would make a great gift. The
mugs can be ordered by call-
ing MLT at 839-LAND or
purchased at Blake’s Books in
McKinleyville.

Donate Your Timeto the McKinleyville Land Trust!
MLT needs volunteers to help out at this year'stN@ountry Fair on
September 22nd and 23rd. Give us a call at 839-LAINDu can lend a
hand setting up, breaking down, or working in theTMzyro Booth!
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The McKinleyville Land Trust
MLT

P.O. Box 2723

McKinleyville, CA 95519

(707) 839-LAND

Inside This Issue:

Big Improvements at Mad River Bluffs

Thank You Gina

Thank You Shay Sutherland: Conservation Committeeiiber
and Monitoring Coordinator

#

First Annual Salon Style Afternoon of Music The McKinleyville Land Trust
Why Should | Support the McKinleyville Land Trust For Everyone Forever
- McKlnIeva_Ie Land Trust
| \ 7 Board of Directors 2007
4 - = =
i\ 4 QU Fo .\ Allen Bird—President Jeff Dunk
- - N’ ™ Kristin Schmidt—Vice President Darci Short
” "' Dorothy Klein— Secretary Nancy Correll
Wayne Sutherland— Treasurer Lindsay Walker

Thank You Shay Sutherland:
Conservation Committee Member and Easement
Monitoring Coordinator

By Kristen Schmidt

This past year the MLT has done something it hds#en able to do in years past: we completed eageme
monitoring on all of our conservation easements hutshell, monitoring involves walking around greperty as
assessing whether or not the original conditionthefeasement are in place. Thanks to the workay Sutherland,
we were able to get caught up in our monitoringay&tiook the time to learn about the easements, cahkict with
the landowners, scheduled visits, and developedritaring checklist and reporting system to docuntie site
visits.

We thank Shay for her willingness to work with eT and appreciate her organizational skills, mation, and
perseverance. We couldn’'t have done it without her!




