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hinking Like A Region is the
T provocative title of the annual
Northern Regional Training
Conference; and this year’s
conference was a resoundingly
successful 2-day event at the River
Lodge in Fortuna June 12 and 13.
Land trust members up and down the
coast from Lake to Shasta counties,
met to discuss issues and get an earful
of current information on what’s
going on with land conservation.

Not the least of the benefits was a
chance to rub shoulders with people
who are doing almost unbelievable
projects with open space districts,
forest rehabilitation, mapping, and
easements protecting thousands of
acres of open space.

A key person is Darla Guenzler,
director of the California Council of
Land Trusts, (CCLT), who opened the
conference with a blistering summary
of current legislation and issues.
CCLT tracks state and federal
legislation and acts as an advocate for
land trusts. Notable this year is,
finally, the 2-year extension of the
“new” tax credits, retroactive to
January 2008. Another opportunity is
the considerable funding available for
open space, especially forests. Among
other issues Darla discussed:
problems with appraisals; using
condemnation of protected land for
development projects; and state
standards for land trusts.

A thrilling panel described Open
Space districts, which are voter-
approved tax measures to protect and

continued on page next page.

Notices

MLT Seeks Meeting Space

The MLT Board would like to
extend a special thanks to
Spencer Engineering for
providing office space to the
MLT for the past year. We
greatly appreciate your
generous donation of office
space to house our files and
computer, as well as the use of
your conference room. This year,
with the retirement of senior
staff, and Spencer Engineering’s
merger with Laco Associates,
the McKinleyville office was
closed, and the MLT is on the
lookout for a new place to call
home.

Do you have extra office space
at your business? The
McKinleyville Land Trust is
looking for a new home to
house our computer and files,
and to gather for our meetings.
Our monthly meetings are
scheduled on Sunday evenings
between 7-9 p.m.

Please contact the Land Trust at
839-LAND if you are interested
in donating space.
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Have your coffee and help the
WG e B Po U S VLT too! Coffee mugs designed
Board of Directors 2008 by Board Member Dorothy Klein
Allen Bird - President. are available for $8 (tax included).

Kristin Schmidt - Vice President.  Fgys mugs can be purchased at

Dorothy Klein - Secretary
Wayne Sutherland - Treasurer
Darci Short, by calling 839-LAND, or at all of

Nancy Correll . .
Lindsay Walker the McKinleyville Land Trust

Blake’s Books on Central Avenue,

fundraising events.




Annual Dinner a Success Once Again!

Chah-Gah-Cho

pril heralded the 2008

McKinleyville Land Trust

Annual Dinner. Once again,
the dinner was a success, both in
terms of fundraising and a lovely
evening shared amongst friends
over delicious food. Talented
photographer and biologist Ron
LeVallee shared and educational
and entertaining slideshow of
local birds in their habitat, while
Land Trust supporters and
volunteers dined on Gina’s
world-class Chicken Cacciatore
and Eggplant Parmesan.

Board members always enjoy
this opportunity to visit with
supporters and volunteers of the
Land Trust. This was the second
year that the Land Trust

hah-Gah-Cho, the first

property acquired by the Land

Trust, is located adjacent to
HealthSport and K-Mart in
McKinleyville.

incorporated a raffle/auction of
locally-created art and other
items, and the feedback has been
so positive, that we will certainly
be holding these in the future.

Overall, nearly $1000 were
raised to help fund the

McKinleyville Land Trust. These
funds will help pay for
management of Chah-Gah-Cho,
the Mad River Bluffs, and the
newly acquired property at
Dow’s Prairie. The board would
like to thank all the people that
helped make this event possible.

Many McKinleyville residents are unaware
of that this property has one of the best
views in the area of the Mad River as it
winds through the Arcata Bottom. The
Board is interested in improving access to
this property both for educational and
recreational purposes.

On April 18th, members of the Humboldt
State University Natural Resources Club
helped to make this possible with a hard
working day of trash removal and
blackberry vine busting. We’d like to thank
Look out for the Annual Pancake | the club for all of their hard work.

Breakfast! If you are interested in being a part of

improved access at Chah-Gah-Cho, please
give us a call at 839-LAND.

THANK YOU JEFF DUNK

Jeft Dunk has been part of the McKinleyville Land Trust for more than a
decade, volunteering his time and expertise as Board President for several
years. Jeff recently stepped down from the McKinleyville Land Trust Board,
and we would like to express our sincerest thanks to Jeff for all of the work
that he and his family have contributed to the Land Trust for all this time.

‘Whether helping to coordinate activities on Land Trust properties with the
Humboldt State University’s Natural Resources Club, assisting landowners
with the ins and outs of conservation easements, or acting as Executive

Pancake Flipper at the Land Trust’s Annual Pancake Breakfast, Jeff has
been a joy to work with and a constant source of inspiration.

‘While juggling a day job as a lecturer at Humboldt State University and
serving as board member on the McKinleyville Community Services
District, Jeff always managed to find the time to outreach to community
members and other regional land trusts, assist the Board with his insightful
problem-solving, and keep us laughing with his great sense of humor. The
Board wishes Jeff well in all of his future endeavors.

Thank you, Jeff!

The McKinleyville Land Trust Board




CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS - BOARD MEMBERS

‘We would like to thank all of the volunteers who consistently volunteer
their time and energy to the McKinleyville Land Trust. As an all
volunteer organization, the commitment of our volunteers is essential in
achieving our conservation goals.

The McKinleyville Land Trust is currently in need of volunteers to assist
with several activities including easement monitoring, property
management planning, and project management.

— — The Board is also accepting letters of interest from community members
interested in serving on the McKinleyville Land Trust Board. Board
membership may include serving on a committee focused on
conservation or fundraising/community outreach activities. Board
meetings are held monthly on Sundays

between 7-9 p.m.

Please contact a board member or call 839-LAND if you are interested.
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